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oO Cf Me. EDWARD SCLATER's 
' ET URN to the Communion. of the Church of ENGLA ND: 
'- Andof the RECANTATION he made at the Church 
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of St. Mary Savoy, the F i{th of May, T1699. 
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c. BuxNzT, Biſhop of Saram,Preaching the Sermon there that Forenoon. 
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By AnTHony HoxnEscxD, D. 
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SZ Hoſe, who have Power and Authority to eommand me. 
EZ thinking it requiſite, that Mr. Sc/ater's Retutn and 
2 Keconciliation to the Church of England ſhould be made 
a& Ppublick, in Obedience. to their Order, 1 ſhall imparti- 
RR ally fer down the Beginning, Progreſs, and the Publick. 
OM. Declarationhe madeot his Outward Repentance; I fay,. 
atward. for the Church'judges not of things Occult and Inward, and by 
that means, give the Reader an Opportunity to exerciſe his Charity. Ir 
was aboutthe beginning of Apr laft, that Mr, Sc/ater ſent a Friend of 
is to me; to deſire me to.admit him. to the Communien at the Savoy, 
nd the Motive alledged, Was, That he nad not only given my Lord Arch- | 
diſh >p of Canterbury Satisfaciion in the Sincerity ot. his Repenrance, but 
yas ready ©O make a free and formal Retracation of his former Errors, be« 
bore me, and toaſlure me, that nothiny but Conviction, and Evidence, 
nd a clearer ſight of the Truth, had wrought this Converſion in him ; & 
he Reaſo, he ſaid, why he choſe to Receive the Euchariſt at the Savoy, 
was, becauſe he igtended to livethereabout, ina Houſe of his own, and. 
here to berake himſelt ro ſuch an Employ ment as he ſhould be capable of. 


1 "The News of his Repentance, though the jundture of Time was Tem= 
ration enough to ſuggeſt ſome /de's, which might incline meto a Smile, 
E. A yet 


. 
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ST | 
yet I entertained, withall the Gravity and Scrtouſneſs as became a Di» who 
vine, anda Chriſtian, that ought p be pleaſed withthe coming back of a Yoi 
ſtraying Sheep, and much more of a Shepherd wao had loſt his way. 

Butthe Admiſſion of ſuch a Perfon, tho*neverſo penitemt,appearingto | 
me a matter of more than ordinary Conſequence, 1 ſoon reſolved; notto 
detetmineany thing , till Ihad conſulted with my Dioceſan, the Lord Bi. 
ſhop of London. I was willing enough in the mean while to hear the Rea- 
{ons and Motives of this-intended Change, which, upon Enquiry, I found 
to be theſe, That he had been miſtaken, deceived and deluded, with «4c 
plaufible Arguments, and ſpecious Prerences, and hopes of finding preat- | 
er Truth and Piety, and Seyerity of Life, in the Romiſh Church, thanin 

our Communion; which miſtaks he was now fo ſenſible of, that he: was 
ready to retract any thing he had ſaid or writ againſt the Doctrine of the «int: 
Church of England And when hereupon 1 acquainted my Lord Bij- . « 
ſhop of London with theſe his Confeſſions and Profeſtations, his Lord. 
ihip was pleaſed to refer the whole matters to hzs Grace: the Lord Arch- 
Biſhop of Ganterbury , under whoſc JurisdiQion he had lived a preat part 
of his time, and to whoſe Cogniſance and Determination the Difficulties, 
attending hisRe-admiſſion intothe Church, did more immediarly belorig: « 

 Afterthis, h:s Grace, being importuned, and earneſtly intreated, tode- -: .« 
clare his final Reſolution, and to order the way and manner ofa publick - 
Acknowledgment of his Faults , 4:5 Lordſhip was pleaſed to defire Mr, + 
Gee to gather out of Mr. Sc/a?ter's Book the moſt Offenſive Paflages, with «1, 
an Intent, to have them inſerted in his Recantation; and Mr. Needvam, :; 

. bisGrace's Chaplain, at the fame time, was ordered to take notice of fuch . 
Confeſſions, and Penitential Acknowledgements, as Mr. Scl/ater had 
made in his Letters and Addrefles to hrs Lordſþip, in order to make his Re» * 
tractation full and comprehenſive, and Satisfactory ro the' Auditors « 
and Speators, before whom it was to be read and pronounc'd; andinthe , 
framing of this torm of Revoking his Erroneous Doctrines, I was comman-- ,; 
cedto aſſiſt, which I was very ready tO do, It being very agrceable tomy | 
Incl[nation to promote, and with well to all Acts of Chriſtian Charity.  - 

This being done, and diſparch'd on Saturday the Fourth of May, and 
Mr. Slater giving his Conſcpt to the Retratation we had drawn up; : 
and h s Grace approved of; Mr. Sclater accordingly appeared next day ' 
at the Savoy, and after the Morning Service was ended, juſt before the . , 
Palm wasung, ina very full Auditory, andin the preſence of a yery great + 
Throng of people, and in the Hearing of my Lord Biſhop ol SERIES 1s 
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_ whodid methe Favour to Preach that Morning,with a T.oud and Audible 
Voice, and: with Tears flowing from his Eyes, Read, Pronounced, and 


| kepeared, the Recantation. which you have at the end of this Relation. 


An Acknowledpment of this Nature, ;I thought, could not but be ſur- 
rrizing,to a Congregation, who had no Notice of it aforchand ; and rhere= 
tore to prepare them jor the Retractation, I ſpake tothem inthe words fol- 
lowing: oo Ei op | 
:. * Beloved Hearers; By Ocder and Direction of my Superiors, I am to 
acquaint yott, Thar there is a-Perſonin this Congregation, who having 


_ *ſometime ſince deſerted the Communionof theChurch of England, and 


*gone over to that of Rome, and now deteſting what he hath done, ſen- 
«ſible of the Frrors of his Ways, doth carneſtly deſire to be re-admitted 
+jnto the Boſom of that Church, which he bath forſaken. _- 

- *The Pcrſon, thus penitent and ſenſibte, is Mr. Edward Sclatey, late 
' Vicar and Miniſter of Putney;. Touch'd with afenſeof the Offence, and 
*Scandal, he hath given to the Church, both to the Clergy and Laity, 
*andall the Members of the Church of Exg/27z4, he chuſes to appear this 
*day before this Congregation, publickly to profeſs his unfeigned ſorrow 


_ *for thatorcat Offence, to make.ſomc Repatation ſorthe Scandal. . 


- -*[t was about Chriſimas laſt,-when he made his fic Application to 
'the. Lord Arch Biſhop of Canteroxry, and adreſs'd to him ſeveral Let- 


_ **ters, Declaring his abhorence of the Popiſh Dodrinesin general, and 


© choſe particularly which he had oficred to detend in a Book publiſhed to 


_ *that purpoſe,  rogether with the Motives that-oblidged him'ro think: of 
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4forſaking that Erroneous and: Idolatrous:Chureh, into which, through 


* miſtake of theirpretended Piety, and' Ignorance of the Dangerof their 
iDodtines, he had beendrawn and;enticed, _ 


_. *Hig. Grace, after due Conſideration: of his Proteftations, and Pro» 
*miſes, wasat laſt content heſhould be agmitted to Lay-Communios, .in- 
*Joyning withal, .fincehe had reproaches, : calumniated, abuſed. offen- 
«ded and ſcandalized the Church of Exg/and, tomake a publick Recan- 


tation of his tormer Erroneous Tenets and Opinions, which Pennance, 


(if a Duty may be calledſo, ) heis ready to pertorm this day before you 
all. Jr's very. probablethere may be found abundance of perſons, who 
+yill be loath to extend their Charity to a Belief of rhe: Realiry and Sin- 


 *eerity.of his. Return; buvtoſuch | muſt crave leave tofay, thar as it is 
 *nor tor us touſurp the Authority of God, who alone is the Searcher of all 

\* Hearts, ſotill we ſee manifeſt Proofs to the contrary, our Religion binds 
F'Y Fl» A 2 us 
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"us to believe the beſt, and'to forgive, and receive hind as a Brother - | 
* Brethren, If a Man be overtaken in a Fault , ye which are Spiritual, ni 


* reſtore ſuch a one im the Spirit of Meekneſs , conſidering thy [elf , lkaft e: 
*rhou alſo be tempted 5 Gal.6 x. This was the Rulethe Apoltle-gaye .Bi 
*to Churches of. Galatia, and it would look very ſtrange in us; if we © 


* fhould not follow that direction, eſpecially, when our great Maſter hath 
* charged us, T ake heed to your /elves, if thy Brother treſpaſs againſt 
thee, rebuke him. avd if he repent. . forgrue him, and if hetreſpaſs a- 0 
* part thee 7 times ina day, and 5 times m a day, rarn agam to © 
*rhee, [aying, I repent, thou jhais-forgrue him, Luk. 17.3 


| *Were it fo, thatthe Ancient Diſcipline, eſpecially thar of the African p 
* Church, had been kept up, the Penitent , who appears before you, 
* have ſubmirted to aitar more more rigorous Task, even- the. Religious 
* Hardſhips of ſome years, before he could have been admitted to the - 
' Holy Euchariſt, but the reviving of theſe' Ancient Severities, being | 
* rather an Object of our pious Wiſhes, than a thing praRicable in this 
*Tron Age; a publick Retrattation, Confeſſion, Acknowledgment, De- 
* claration and Proteſlation, before an All-ſeing Eze, and-in-the Face 
*of a whole Congregation:, isas much as can be rationally.defired. , - 

* And now Mr. Sclater, having thus told your Caſe to the.Congrepati- 
*on, Idointrear, defire, and admoniſh you, to confirm what I have ſaid, - 

* by your own free, deliberat, and conſiderate Profeſſion before many wit 
 *Mr. Sclater, thedegrees of your Sin, oughttobe anfwered by the de- 
*orees of your Jorrow , and Contrition;: your: Apoſtacy hath been pub- 
*lick, and your Repentance ought'tobeſoroo. And may the God and 


'*Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , who ſent his Son into the World to faye 


*$iriners, and to call them-to Repenrance,: give you a Repentance, never 
*to be repented of, that'your fucure Converſation; and blameleſ(s. Life, 
* may do as much good inthe World , as your former example hath-done 
* harm. HS RE Ir bins wry Ok 
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Ajter this Preliminary Diſcourſe , Mr.Sclater read ; inibe; be of the whole: fſembly, bis jel» 
lowing Retrattation, - EE nn nes th on | 


aring 


oT | ; 


Edward Sclater , late Curate of Putney, being unfeignedly forrowful 
"I forthe SinIhave committed , and the Scandal Thave given , by my late 


) 


-.-'- thame- 
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F 


ning my ſelf to thatof Rome; and having made my moſt earneſt, and te- 
peated, ſuplications tothe moſt Reverend Father in God the Lord*Archi- | 
Biſhop of Canterbury forhis Permiſſion, to makethe beſt reparation [ 
able, forthegrearinjuriesdoneto the Church by that my Seandalops 


* ſhamefuliorſaking ofthe Communion of the Church of :Exg/and, andjoy- 


upwards, that That Religion has approved itſelf to meutterly contrary 
to my Expectations. oor cog ray Tg EM 


.., My, own Deyortion was ſo effeually checked, that altho' Maſs- wag 
He pon days in the Weck in my Houſe, yet1did not Receive for fcye. 
"fat Months together, nor found any I: clination todo it: Becauſe I could 
neverbelieve, that there was neither Bread nor Wine remaining after Con. 
ſecration, Nay, the »ftner I ſaw the Elements after Conſecration, rhe 
jeſsT could believer, tho?, | contefs, I ſtrove my urmoſt. — 
_ - My whole Family frequently complained , that they were nothing hee- 
tered by the Service, it being performed in Larin, And, do-T what 1 
could, they couldnot underſtand what was meant, nor what themſelyes 
Vere to do, while the Prieſts were to Offtciate: Os _ 
- I found the Priefts yery zealous for gaining, Proſelytes, but very ne- 
_gligent ot their proper Charge. They would ſpend hours every day, up 
on Wavering Proteftants: Bur fearce, Catechife-Children once & fort. 
' night. and rhentoo not aboye halfa quarter of an hour, and without any 


WG. .v 


g.* 


' Expoſition. _ Ee: 
. . 1 found, what 1did notbelieye before, that Confcffion was' practiſed 


"by them, as a means to gain Awe and Authority over the Laity, ( thre 
Pic ſts pretending a Rignt to know every thing that was ſaid or done in 


the Family:) And yetit was negleQted by themſelves. For they would 


celebrate Maſs without ir, altho', ro my knowledge, they were guilty 


of very heinous Sins, So that my Expectations o' 
Piety in that Communion, were very tar from bzinganſwered. 
© Thirdly, 1do ſorrowfully, and with Shame 'acknowledpe, Thatmy 
ſeekit gand accepting aRoyal Difpenfition to receive the Profits of Eccle- 
Haſtical Perferments, when I knew my ſelf incapable by Law, and was 
_perſwaledin my Judgement, that Toughegor to.Officiate; and yet arthe 

ſame time. paid,ayether tor doing-whatTthought He ought norto have 
done, was ajuſt occaſian' of vety' Freat Scandal, and might have proved 
fatal rothe Churchaqd Kingdom , if many had followed my wickedexam- 


Expectations of an extraordinary 


® . 


o 


& : ; , 


The ſc 


$9925 ret Intrigues of that miſchieyous Fat j0n. . But I hope, no Pious and 
charitable Heart will conceive, can now beſoblind , as not to ſee what 


ple. My teſt Pleais, (if I may mention any) Thar Idid notthen diſcern | 
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an now bcloblind, as At mor 

' every Man ſces.;5 v!S.- Thattheir Aim and pratices tended to the Subvet- þ; « 
[on of All that was.cither Law or Religion. nn 
-- Alter All, Lam ſadly ſenſible That what I have heretofore ſaid, written, ij, 


write þ. " 146 , "WT 4 PER Y 


At ee —_— 


ad Ahora teat. i* os _—_ 


- jddone, 'may juſtly render my Sincerity ſuſpeRed, even in theſe my 
y Conleſſions. But, if adiligent ſearchinto the Secrets of my own Soul, If 
zdeep affliction of Spirit for whar is paſt, U{the ſtrongeſt Deſire of being 
S reconciled to that Communion l have ſo wickedly torſaken, . Ifthe firmeit 
fo Purpoſes of eyiZencing all theſe by ſuitable Actions {or the f uture,be r ools . 


© qf being ſincere; Iamſure, Tam ſo, andI deſire your Charity in Praying | 


I- joc me, (and may the Almighty graciouſly anſwer your Prayers -and 
© nine / ) that as the Church docs compaſſionatly receive me into her Com+ 
_. nunion; ſo God will be pleaſed in Mercy to ratific her AQ, and Receive, 
- ne, a Returning Penitent, to his Pardon: And grant, thatI may recover 
| iis Favour, and the Aſſiſtances of his Holy Spirit, that my Repentance 
'S fearig ſome proportion to my Crime, the remainig part of my Li'e, 
| ſhort 4Sitis like to be) may he ſpent in his True Faith and Fear, and ro. 
- lis Glory. - And Idohere, inthepreſence of God, his holy Angels and, 
- his Congregation, proteſt, that I have done allthis freely, without Equi- 
ocation. preſervation, and do ſolemnly promille and Oblige my dale” 
0continue in ſincere and conitant Communton with the Church of Ex-. 
land to my Life's End, et EL ET 
NT ION ER  EDdwarp S$CLATER. 


ed. —_—_r_—w _—_ 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
'0 give Light to ſome Paſocages in the Hiſtorical Part of theſe Papers, nd 10 let all Men ſee, with 
[ what Earueſineſs My. Sclatcr ſued for a Recenciliation, and what Arguments be went upon, ' 10 con- 
ince himſelf of a neceſsity of returning 80 the Church of England, it's thought fit 20 add ſome of hit 


ttters written with his own Hand, both to hi Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of Cantertury, and -orbers, 
cho were known to him, in order t6 hs being Re-admitted to our Communion. | 
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LETTER IL. eh. 
f Mr. Hutchins, Chaplain fo the Right Honourable the Earl of Danby. 
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Dear Friend, | : 


17 Hen my Obſervations fortwo Years and upward, below mentioned; 
' hadmade merefle&upott the Noctrine of Infallibility,' ſo wounded 
mortally by their own practices, I found | muſt needs lower the Notion, of 
de engaped in impoſſible Work of making Contraditiionstrue. I think ir 
cannot be denicd, bur the Church in every Nation is fo far irrefragable. that 
tis Unchriſtian to contradict Her in'the leaſt undecent 'manner, bur am 
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- peticRty convinc'd by the preſent Biſhop of 


"I ” 


py Want of his Informations. PF 

Yer, thatI lefcthe Church of England for Intereſt, I ut tetly diſclaim : 
and aſſure you, That I was not ſo ſhort. ſighted, norlolittle vers'd in their 
practices, to be any thing dazled with that proſpe& : I knew ſeveral In. 
ſtances'long ago of their nor only negleRing,” but avoiding, thoſe they 
chought they had ſecured, for fear of Applications of thar fort: Beſides, 
ave declared ro ſeveral, thatit were not ar all prudential in them, toen- 
courage proſelytes upnn that account, for ſo they might have many Con- 

. Yerts, and ſew Chriſtians; many tor the Loaves, and few for the: Bread 


? 


of Life. Nay, ſo far have Tbeen from making any ſuch Application, thar: |; 
a Noble Lord of chat Communion can be my Witneſs, 1 affured him, I ne. 


I 
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C ommunions in the World. - 


oy 


rors, but Uachriſtian ones. © That'I didnotſee thisfo well before,. was: 
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perh aps, inthe Providence of God. that I mightſee it the better now, '[ 
ſhall be highly to blame, if Tever ccaſeto betruly orrowiul for theu nhaps 


ver would make any, and, -I amſure, I haye been as good as my word; it 
is ſome ſmall comfort to mein the midſt of my hearty Sorrows for my: 4; 

ink, ſo much the leſs. *T'was not Gain I | 
aimed at, -but their Piety, (as I was mi{ informed ) {urpaſling all other. -* 


.. Thenameof a Church of thatextent, pretended to be ſounited in all the - 
Truths .of the Holy Jeſus, and withal, fo full of Piety; azall their Wri-- 


*Q ned by the preſenr-Biſhop of Lercoln's Book, that the Ro- tia 
thiſh:Church has infallibly allowed and approved of- many, nor only Er. Mat 
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ecrs-boaſted of , methought, was as .glorious aproſpet as this World -,.. | 
could yield; and well it wereif there were ſuch an Heaven upon Earth ;. £... 
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. Havingtoo raſhly ſwallowed the Dodrineof Infallibity, ( God of liis * 
infinice Mercy Pardon my Raſhneſs) my main inquiry wasthe Euchariſt; , 


apoint, of all, the moſt difficulr, that! was Dazled with irs ſublimiry , 
will not be a wonder toany Man; That it is myiterious, every good Chri- 


Who would not be glad to fee it?. Who would nor be moregladto be 7: 
in rf But 1 now conceive, it muſt be our prayers; becauſe as-yerit 
can beno more than our Hopes; tor in'my . own Houſe, I have had one 4 
Erigſt atone time ſo.caper for the Pope's Iniallibility, even extra Ca- :- - 
zhedram, that he has plainly aſſured me, I ſhould b2yond Seas be Burnt 4. 
for an Heretick for my conteſting againſt it: And another, as eagerly © 
ac-another, . condemning the former for his ficice inſiſting upon a *. 
Point, that mijght-give diſguſt, andimpede their progreſs in making Prq- | 


ſtian 
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- ſtan will ſay; nay, that it is Fro den Myſterium. Now that one 
« Man highly diſtaſtedarthe low Expreſſions of ſome Proteſtants ſhould 
\, ty too far fromthem, isjuſt asnatural, as, thar another equally diſtaſt- 
{ i with the Doftrine, of Tranſubſtantiation, ſhould fly as far from it 
« This, Ihumbly conceive , Ntates my Caſe. OL Fore j 
+ Norwasitlong before I found, Thad taken toofar a flight, 1could with 
3 aſe believe as Real a Preſence as they would have me; ifthe y will callthis 
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r ſranſubſtantiation, 1 ſhould nor disþelieyeit, bur 1 could not give ovet 
ny Faith tothe annihilating the Elements; nay , the ottner 1 ſaw it aſte; 


7 Conſecration, the leſsI could believe it, ths, I confeſs, I' ſtrove tiny ut. þ 
mere F'bepan oo |} 


I noſttoforce my Faith up toit, but it would nor do. 
- pndemn my own Raſhneſs, and inconfiderar Precjpitancy, nay, to think 
{muſt atlaſt become an Infidel, and believe littlemore that there is a God. * 
I 'which even Natureit ſelt would reach me) when I-muſt believe, God ; 
© ids mebelieve, whatl began to findevery day more and more impoſſible | 
s Oormeto believe. *Herelhbe gan to miſtruſt I had miſtaken Zeal and fer- 
* ent Expreſſions ef fomeof the Fathers concerning this high Myſtery,quo- 
4 dinan unhappy Book, for the ancient Dotine of the Church, andthar 
r 


muſt lower their liih Roprures to a more intelligible and rational Senſe.” 
& | So thar ſince H/ bit ſontide laſt, tho Maſs was ſaid moſt dayes of the 
Veek in my Houſe, yetl have never Received, and, more thanthat, could: 
_ ot findin my ſclt much inclination to Receive, = OE To on 0 
 Antecedent to which, you know, is Confeſſion, which T1 begah vez 
/3muchro miſtruſt was a mere piece of Formality, #6 pradlted by them, 
| pecially as to my own particular, with whony it was not enough to 
onteſs many idle Words, many angry Expreffions to my Boys when 
nruly or undiligent, bur I muſt name a particulat Sin, or I could'nibt 
| hy one ſerved turn, and then the bufineſs might bedone.. Tcould n 
ell tell the Hearts of them, bur it ſeemed to me, either a way of F. 
4 ing Abſolution very eafily , or elfe the ſqueezing out a particularithey 
* highr;, if they pleaſe, make uſe of, toward the obtaining the greater nn 
ower-Oyer us,-and keeping us by. conſequence in more Awes efpeci- ——y 
ly when I alfocconſidered, That wo other Pricfts, puilty, co ny know- 
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mm», wo 


 kdge, of more heinous fins, than, I bleſs God, T had atly' to confeſs, 
tccived every day, without Confeſſion or Abfolution, ( unleſs they { 
.' tould confeſs and abſolve themſelves; ) however, 1 could 'nor but ac- i 
tount their ſo officiating rather * On than a Cenſecration., \ 
a | | Tay 


_— 


(10) 248 

.. To tell yon, that I was never throvughly fatis{yed in the Points- ef-[r 
Liturgy in an unknown Tongue, and non participation of the Cup, js It| 

. ur to cell the plain Truth. 1 muſt confeſs, I hudgkd them bo in. ſur 

to the Power and Authority of the Church, 'and fo their Arguments lie 

' Went the eafter down. But as to the firſt , 1 found maniſeſt ill 'Con- ef 
ſequences rom it, my whole Family, beſides my {el not only torlly_ 
Ignorant of what was meant all the while the Prieſt was oiniciating,, thi: 
Þut, do what I could, ar a loſs in what they had to do themſelves, and the 
Nill complaining, © my Wife eſpecially ) thar ſhe was nothing ſari. wa 
cd or bettered. But one thing I cannot ommit: She was viſited witk mil 
the 'viclent Pain of the Scratica, we both of us deſired the Prieſt to of: 
pray for caſe of her Pain, which he refufed with this uncomfortable Bo: 

| Reply, Thar ſhe muſt bear what God was pleaſed to lay upon her, I thi; 
could not but think Counſel, tho' very good, without Prayers. of the a Y 


Chucch, very uncomfortable. Perhaps, his Breviary had ho ſuch pro- my 
viſion in it, - Tho? at the fame time the lictle Children would frequent. ter 
ly go to their Manuals and Beads in her behalt © © 7 
. A. third Obſervation I made, was , of their almoſt utter hepleR ofgnd 
informing and  inltruQing thete under their Charge, ( ir was enough, nit 
it ſeems, they were ſo) ſeldom, fometimes nor once a fortnipht , Cate- , of 

, techiſing render little Ones, and when thiey did it, a ſhort oddering,, in F 
not above half a quarter of an hour ferv'd the turn}, and that withourp;,.; 

any Explanationeither of Q.:eſtion or Anſwer. But yet, to givethem yer; 

their due, if they could find one abroad that would fo liſten to'their Grit 

diſcourſes, as gave them any ſmall hopes they wete to be prevailed up: © 'C 

on, they would ſpend hours every day with them ; bur this; methought,,,,; 

lock'd like Realing of Sheep, and ſtarving of Lambs. To back this,hF;} 
their Negligence was altogether as great in other Duties of a Family, will 

Jor even on Sundays notone word but the Maſs, and then'all their Work; ne 

was totally done: Not fo much as calling us to Prayers in the After- Als 

noon, nay rather ſignifying to us the no neceflity of them by their con-j,Q 
tinual Abſence from us at the time we were at them, but frequently |, 

taking a wa'k at that time, CS s, pr ol 
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i he 4-1 a a. es 
- A fourth Grievance was, ſhat in our Diſcourſes, eſpecially the Sub- Tm 


jet of Praying for the Dead, I-rold the Prieſt, That every timel faid ,,1/ 
Requieſcant m pace, I could not for my Heart forget my dead Mother: 0:7 
He,asked. me; Jf ſhe was a Cathaiick? 1 old him, No. He xeplyed. ,.. 
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vf-1 muſt not by any means uſe that Prayer for her. - 'T'w, 
is .1 chought, and: lo much uncharitable, thatir ſeemed to me unnatural, Iam 
n- ſure, ſhe led a better Life than he, more Juſt, more Devout;-and:þc- 


s lieve, het Ignorance will plead tor her before the grear Tiibuiial'M6te 
n- cffectually WP than all the Sandlity he had ir hi =, To 1541 1 


ts li 


A 


o 


ly - Nor was their Carriage in my Houſe leſs troubleſom and udhandſom, as 
7,, this ſingle inſtance (among:many) may ſufficiently make appear. One of 
1d them finds one of the School. boys very fitfor his purpoſe, . arid his Offite 
y- was, Whenthis Prieſt at any time ſhould be abſent, ro obſerve all the Fa- 
th mily without exception, and to give him an account, when he came home, 
to of all that had paſſed , or had been ſpoken: Which my Wife chiding the 
le Boy for, the Prieſt managed him in it in theſe words:” ( Why, is there any 

E thing to be ſaid or done inthis Houſe, ,and 


o* my ſelf Maſterof my owfi Houſe, -and myHoute my Caſtle, the neyer at- 
t.terſolong as 1 had ſuch an overtopping Dominion over rhe, © 

. Thattheſe Particulars can bereconcileable with that Piety TexpeRedto 
of find inthat Church, I ſhall for ever think impoſſihle : -Fo thatas-ro the U. 
h , nity ofthe Church, I muſt conclude, it muſt conſiſt, / Pardpn:he new- 
E- neſs of the Expreſſion) in being Nerv'd and Sinew'd to Diſſenting Membarg 
E»in Fundamental Points and Charity: AndI can now eaſily conceive, how 
VEErrors and Ignorance might creep into the Church, whilſt the ancient Go- 
M yernours of that Church were more cager of Dominion, than care{ul of Do« 
IE firing, andrheir Inferiors aimed moreat Gain, than Godlineſy, * -._- 


. wag © 


Þ- Sir, Theſe, asItold youin my laſt, arc but Perſonal Obſervatiops.in. 
btmyownF amily, butex pede Herculew, whatſoever the Learned Writers 


IS-dfthe Churchof England have Writ of their more publick Exorbitancies. 


y. yillnow cafily find beliefyich,mopop.he ore ofthele, which my,gypm 
t experience has found t00.true,, When, his Grace ſhall, according ro. his 
*r- yorited Candour ,, receivethis, ynfeigned agcountob-my Dilguſts, Thaps,. 
fM-he will alſure himſclf, that my Repentance 15 as; unfeigned and ſigcere,, as 
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ly theſe are ſorrue, that canſafely.rake my Oath of before any Judy 


+, the whole World, athouſand rimes oyer. . Iathe mean time, 1 
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” him, Icondemn my lelfgreatly, and cannot enough, for my unadviſed 

id and raſh embracing that Religion, - that has approv'ditſelfromeſo utteily 
* co:trary to my expRation. Thave nothing to aſſure him of my unfeigned 
* Sorrow for my Fault, butthe words of my Mouth. God only knows the 


'B : B 2 heart, 


= 
- 


— Twas very hath, 


he a Yoak upon mel neyer ſo muchas dream'd of, for; till then, 1 chouphe 


Me weet® "yay ca_—_— ted. fl $5. 5d. as gong brat + + - _ 2» bens - \ ”y 
b. 


(12>) - . 


. Heart, upon all theEvamination I can make, Tam unfeignedly ſorrowful 
, for it. None but our Saviour knewthe Hearts of Enemies. yet his Church — 
by -his command haye alwayes forgiven Penitents. Iprefume none will be - 
- a greater follower of his Example and Precepts,. than my Mother the 


T 
Ld 


Church of Eng/and, whoſe Pardon I as comfortably hope for, as1hum- -- 


bly begir, 'I never yet heard her Clemency deny'dit: I humbly bep herto - 


aqQmit meto her Communion, upon the T erms the Primitive Church agd- 
 mitred theancient Lap//, whether ofthe Clergy or Laity. | 
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SE ade wt Ca N'T-E RB U RY, .- 
: May it pleaſe Tow Grace," 

A Ccording: t bee 
'** You my unhappy Book, and alſo my firm Reſolution to retratt 
all; or whatfoeyer in it ſhall be thought fit to be Rertracted. In the 
meantime, as I have ſignifyed to your Grace already, fol apain re- . 
peat it, ( having more ſerioufly conſider'd and compared the late Pra: 


Ka » 


ctifes, and paſt Uſurpations of the Church of Reme, ) 1 ſincerely think 6 | 


the Teſtimonies of the firſt Six Centuries moſt fairly Interpreted by 
whe: Divines of the Church ot Fiagland. My Lotd, I humbly beg my 
ſpeedy Reconciliation: Paſs by my raſh and inconſiderate Aberration; 
and compaſſionate my afflicted Spirit. [If Sqrrow quite overwhelm, 
Whar-wwill become:of a Soul our of Cymmunich ? This'is niy Þ/cat 
Grief; ' Bur, my Lord, as Fleſh and Blood; Tcatinoe bur be myicheoh- * 


Tears,” becauſe ruin'd (without ſome: ſpeedy prevention ) by my Folly. 


The:Gog of- Heaven and Earth make' my humble Petition ſucceſsful 


with yout Grace, and that T'may once" riore” Subſcribe my ſelf 


Tour Grace's moſt Dutiful 


#1d Obedient Son. and Servant. ... 


EDdwWw, SCLATER. 


oO what you have been pleaſ'd to Command, I have ſent H 


cerivd allo for the aking Hearts ot a miſerable Family? continually in '01 
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| To His Grace the Lurd «Archbiſhop of Canterbury: 


mb 


May it pleaſe Tour Grace, 
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mean Object of that Joy, that os His in Heaven ha 
| reaction of a Sinner: Thoſe that miſtcaſt my Sincerity, 1 will Gil þ 
what Methods !'can take, endeayour to manifeſt to them, they alſo 01 Ke 
to come in, partakersof that Joy. Nr Pen en Ugg 
I have ſpent no ſmall timein ſearching my Heart, for'an affeRion 
wards thoſe tormer Deluſtons that may lurk behind ; and do aſſure oo 
Grace, {find noone, norany thing butanabhorrence of them . Na m—_ 
Prayers haye been already, andever ſhall be, that all deluded þ ; (os 
may ſpeedily get from under them, ES ; vn 
And now, my Lord, my Heart is full of Supplication to your Grace 
for Compaſſion, that / may be Reconcil'd. 111 not..give your Grace the 
trouble, the Reading the long Enumeration of them. The *um of them 
is this, Father, I have ſinned againſt Heavep and before Thee, and aw 
no more worthy to be called thy Sou, make me as one of thy hired Ser. 
vants ; So ſhall Bread, and not Hutsks, be once more the Foodof” © © 


ve at the Con- 


Jour Graces moi7 bumble Petitioner, 
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To the Reverend Dr. 


4: 
attely. 


Reverend Sir, . 


P Ardonan afflicted Spiritthe giving youthe trouble of delivering-the- in- 

cloſed to his Grace, it I have preſumed inſo doing, put it upon the ac-. 
countof rhat Chriſtian charitable office &f receiving a Stranger, which 
Godrewardtoyou, with the entertaining, {tho* pot an Angel) yet once 
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Zour much obliged Servant, 
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WATT SOAS.. 


To Hes Grace the Lora Archbiſhop " 1 


_ eMay it pleaſe Tour Grace, ” k 
'T Have Writto (a) Mr. Wilkmſov, though Taffure your («) oneperomes = 


to the Church of 


|| Grace, Icannotcallto mind who heis, or that everI xe 34am. 
_ converſt with any Man ot that Name; however, I pray God, Sclaicr'sEzamle. 
what Fhave Written may be ſucceſsful upon him, 1 humbly beg I may re- 


ceivethe Blefled Sacrament. My continual Prayers ate fct yOur being re- 
ſtored to perfect Health, and that you may livelong to Gods Glory, and - 
the Good of the Church; mo One” 
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Tour Graces moſt 


Obedient Petitioner, 
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